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is thrust out between his lips; his eyebrows are not
regularly arched, rather irregularly twisted, and de-
pressed on each side towards the nose, as in those of a
person habitually passionate."

So far the historian; but it would seem, from the
printed account in the Bombay Transactions', that the
party were not yet unanimous; for in a note, or protest
which I gave to Mr. Erskine for publication along with
his account, the following words occur:

"This head seems to be speaking to the snake; and
I would rather say that the tongue is protruded in doing
so, than that it is indicative of anger: nor can I quite
agree to the account of the eyebrows. They are cer-
tainly not arched; but the deviation is not much, nor
does it convey to me any idea of agitation, but rather of
mirth, as if he were singing to the snake, and gratified
to see its pleasure. The dimples at the corner of the
mouth, too, strike me as resembling the approach to a
smile much more than the distortion of habitual
passion; and the corners of the mouth are, if any-
thing, turned upwards. The mustachios, also, lend
their aid in giving a fiercer look to Shiva than I can
allow is intended by the sculptor."

Thus it will be perceived that travellers, as well as
doctors, can differ, even when the subject of examina-
tion is under their eye. In what follows relating to
this beautiful head we were all quite agreed; and I add
these few lines, more to complete the account, than
from any particular interest they contain. Indeed, I
question much if it be possible without numerous
drawings to engage the attention agreeably or usefully
towards any class of Hindoo antiquities. There are,
indeed, some other specimens of ancient Indian
sculpture which may form an exception, particularly
an immense statue of solid granite, upwards of sixty
feet high, in the centre of southern India, which I
visited on crossing the peninsula.
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